
 
 
 

 
May 14, 2020 
 
Dear Chair Rosen and Members of the Senate Finance Committee: 
 
On behalf of the 28,000 members and family members of Laborers’ International Union of North America 
(LIUNA) Minnesota and North Dakota, I am writing to urge you to support the Clean Energy First Act (SF 1456). 
We appreciate the work that Senator Senjem has put into this bill along with Republican and DFL colleagues in 
the Senate Energy and Utilities Finance and Policy Committee. 
 
For generations, our members have helped construct and safely maintain Minnesota’s fleet of conventional and 
nuclear power plants, and a growing number are employed in the wind and solar industries. Minnesota, like the 
rest of the nation, is experiencing a shift toward greater reliance on low- and zero-carbon energy resources 
which will have profound consequences for our state. This is our opportunity to make the transition in an orderly 
fashion that maximizes benefits and minimizes costs to Minnesotans. 
 
Clean Energy First establishes a sensible resource planning framework that will maximize the benefits of clean 
energy development while ensuring that residential and business customers continue to receive reliable and 
affordable electric service. The bill would also address transmission constraints and support host communities 
as they prepare for plant retirements. Finally, Clean Energy First would ensure that local workers are first in line 
for clean energy employment opportunities. 
 
Skilled local workers have lost hundreds of job opportunities on wind and solar projects and local communities 
have lost tens of millions of dollars in economic development because the state lacked a plan to put local 
workers first in the clean energy build-out. Today we face the loss of additional jobs and development 
opportunities due to a shortage of transmission capacity.  
 
Conventional plant host communities and workforce, including LIUNA members, need support as we face the 
challenge of developing new employment and economic opportunities to replace losses from plant retirements. 
Minnesota also needs a strategy to capitalize on growing demand from firms and investors for access to clean 
energy and low-carbon commodities. 
 
Clean Energy First would help to address these challenges and move Minnesota in the right direction by 
establishing energy policy that preserves the affordability, reliability, and high-quality employment opportunities 
as we shift to greater reliance on wind, solar, and other low- and zero-carbon technologies. 
 
While we understand that the Committee will primarily consider the fiscal implications of Clean Energy First, 
rather than the bill’s policy impacts, there are two areas where we hope the Senate will ultimately consider 
adopting policy positions from the House companion bill (HF 1405). First, we support removing the bill’s current 
limitation on the application of the carbon-free resource standard to facilities located in the State of Minnesota, 
which could undercut the bill’s economic and environmental benefits. Second, we support Rep. Stephenson’s 
inclusion of a prevailing wage requirement for large energy facilities, which would help to maximize the 
economic benefits of clean energy development, protect workers, and support responsible developers and 
contractors from being undercut by less responsible competitors. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Respectfully,   

 
Joel Smith 
President and Business Manager 
LIUNA Minnesota and North Dakota 
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